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REPORT. 



State of New Jersey, | 

Office of Comptroller of the Treasury, > 

Trenton, November 1, 1876. J 

To the Senate and General Assembly : 

In obedience to the requirements of the act establishing the 
office of Comptroller of the Treasury and defining his duties, I 
herewith present a report of the operations of this office for the 
fiscal year which closed on the thirty-first day of October, 1876, 
together with an estimate of probable amounts required for 
State expenditures during the fiscal year which has just com- 
menced. 

Since the date of my last report, the work of the office has 
largely increased, owing to the operation of acts of the Legisla- 
ture, notably the act for the government and regulation of the 
State Prison, which provided that all expenditures for repairs 
and maintenance of that institution should be audited by the 
Comptroller and paid by the Treasurer, instead of being paid 



by th 



upon 



Supervisor of the Prison, from the funds in his hands. 



Notwithstanding the large amount of additional labor thrown 



the office by the operation of this and other acts, the cleri- 
cal foirce of the department has been decreased since my last 
report, and the expenses have been less than during the next 
prececling fiscal year. 
^ At the commencement of the fiscal year which has just closed, 

3 the State was indebted in the sum of two hundred thousand 
'^ dollars ($200,000), which amount had been temporarily bor- 
^ rowed, under the authority conferred by the Legislature upon 
> the Governor, Comptroller and Treasurer^ to adopt this plan of 
i preventing embarassment to the Treasury. This indebtedness 
was paid off in January, 1876, and a like amount was again bor- 
rowed in July to partially meet the appropriation made by the 
Legislature at the session of 1876, to continue the work upon the 
State Asylum for the Insane, at Morristown. This amount 

4 "^f^ 
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4 COMPTROLLER'S REPORT. 

($200,000) was borrowed in two sumB of one hundred thousand dol- 
lars (8100,000) each, payable in January, 1877, and bearing interest 
at the rate of four and fifteen sixteenths per centum per annum. 
In addition to this it became necessary to effect a loan in Octo- 
ber, 1876, to meet the ordinary demands upon the Treasury, and 
for this purpose, the sum of sixty thousand dollars ($60,000) was 
borrowed for ninety days, bearing interest at the rate of five per 
centum per annum. These loans mature after the receipt of the 
proceeds of the tax levy for the year, and will have been liqui- 
dated by the time this report is laid before you, at the com- 
mencement of your annual session. 

These sums, amounting in the aggregate to two hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars ($260,000), constitute the only itidebted- 
ness of the State, except the outstanding War bonds, which 
amount to two millions three hundred and ninety-six thousand 
three hundred dollars ($2,396,300) 

The amount in the Treasury at the date of my last report wa& 
three hundred and eight thousand seven hundred and sixty-nine 
dollars and five cents ($308,769.05), and the receipts from all 
sources during the year have been three millions one hundred 
and ninety-five thousand four hundred and ninety-three dollars 
($3,195,493). The disbursements for the year, for all purposes, 
including the payment of the temporary loans above referred to^ 
have amounted to three millions three hundred and eighty-six 
thousand one hundred and eighty-six dollars and four cents, 
($3,386,186.04), and the balance remaining in the treasury at this 
time, is one hundred and eighteen thousand seventy-six dollars 
and one cent ($118,076.01). 

In this statement of receipts, are included the income of the 
School Fund, the proceeds of the two mill school tax, the income 
of the Library Fund and of the Agricultural College Fund, 
none of which are available for State expenditures. The gross 
receipts for the year have fallen below those of the year next 
preceding, in the sum of two hundred and nineteen thousand 
fifty dollars and ninety-three cents ($219,050.93), but this defi- 
ciency is wholly in the receipts of the School Fund, they having 
fallen short of those of the preceding year more than three hun- 
dred thousand dollars ($300,000), while the revenue of the State 
Fund has exceeded that of the preceding year about one hun- 
dred thousand dollars ($100,000). 

The disbursements have included the payments made to the 
several funds of the amounts to which they were by law entitled, 
all loans made by the trustees of the fund for the support of 
public schools and the apportionment of the two mill school tax 
to the counties, and have exceeded those of the preceding year 
in the sum of seven thousand five hundred and fiftv dollars and 
thirty-five cents, ($7,550.35). 
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COMPTROLLER'S REPORT. 5 

The following statement shows the sources of receipts for the 

year : • 

RECEIPTS. 

From State taxes, $905,678 88 

" Tax on corporations, - - - - 685,658 35 

" Interest and dividends on stocks and bonds, 31,010 00 

" State Prison receipts, . -» - - - 34,206 65 

" Insurance Companies of other States, - 6,208 84 

" Fines and forfeited recognizances, - - 3,602 30 

^' Licenses and fees, 2,423 00 

" Assessmeiits on private acts, - - - 250 00 

" Light house stations, . - - - ' 182 80 

*' "Conscience,'* 75 00 

^' School Fund expenses, . - . 20 92 



$1,569,216 74 
Two mill school tax, .... 1,238,115 80 

Income of School Fund, - $114,400 46 
Securities of School Fund, 

paid off, - - - . 6,000 00 



120,400 46 

United States, for rent of court rooms, - 800 00 

Interest on securities belonging to Agricul- 
tural College Fund, - - - - 6,960 00 



$2,935,493 00 
Temporary loans, - - - - 260,000 00 



Total, $3,195,493 00 

These receipts have been applied to the several funds in pursu- 
ance of the laws which govern and direct their disposition, as 
follows : 

To the State Fund, $1,826,466 74 

" School Fund, 120,400 46 

" Library Fund, 3,560 00 

" Agricultural College Fund, - - - 6,960 00 

" State School Tax, . . - . 1,238,115 80 



$3,195,493 00 



The amount here credited to the State Fund includes the 
amount applied to what has heretofore been known in the State 
accounts as the '' War Fund." As a matter of convenience the 
account of the expenditures consequent upon the war of 1861-5, 
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6 COMPTROLLER'S REPORT. 

including the payments of principal and interest upon the war 
bonds, has been kept separate from the other State disburse- 
ments under the head of War Fund, but since there is properly 
no such fund, and the revenue from which these disbursements 
are made is drawn from the same sources as that for other State 
disbursements, it has been deemed advisable to discontinue the 
separate title. All of the receipts and disbursements of the 
character embraced in the War Fund statement in previous- 
reports will be found included in the statement respecting the 
State Fund. 

The following statement shows the amounts disbursed for 
account of the several funds : 

For the State Fund, $1,636,002 85 

" Library Fund, 3,144 62 

" Agricultural College Fund, - - - 6,960 00 

" School Fund— appropriation, - - - 83,000 00- 

" " '' —loaned, - - . - 218,500 00 

School Tax distributed, - - - 1,238,578 5T 



13,186,186 04 
Temporary loans paid, - - - - 200,000 00 



Total, $3,386,186 04 

The balances belonging to the several funds at this date are as 
follows : 

State Fund, $83,285 39 

School Fund, - 27,486 23 

State Library Fund, 7,282 78 

Bank Note Redemption Fund, - . . - 21 61 



$118,076 ai 
STATE FUND. 

At the beginning of the fiscal year the balance to the credit of 
this fund and the " War Fund " was ninety-two thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-one dollars and fifty cents, ($92,821.50). 
The receipts during the year from all ordinary sources of revenue 
have amounted to one million five hundred and sixty-six thou- 
sand four hundred and sixty-six dollars and seventy-four cents, 
($1,566,466.74), and from temporary loans, two hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars, ($260,000), making an aggregate of receipts for 
the year, of one million eight hundred and twenty-six thousand 
four hundred and sixty-six dollars and seventy-four cents, ($1,826,- 
466.74). The disbursements for the same time, including the 
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COMPTROLLER'S REPORT. 7 

payment of a temporary loan of two hundred thousand dollars, 
($200,000), have amounted to one million eight hundred and 
thirty-six thousand two dollars and eighty-five cents, (8 1,836,- 
002.85), leaving a balance to the credit of the fund at this date 
of eighty-three thousand two hundred and eighty-five dollars and 
thirty-nine cents, ($83,285.39). 

The following statement shows the sources from which the 
revenue has been derived and the amount received from each 
source, as well as the present conditon of the fund : 

RECEIPTS. 

From State Taxes, 

Tax on corporatictns, - - . - 
Interest and dividends on stocks and bonds, 
State Prison receipts, - - - . 
Insurance Companies of other States, - 
Fines and forfeited recognizances, - 

Licenses and fees, 

Assessments on private acts, - - - 

Light house stations, 

" Conscience," 

School Fund expenses, - - - - 



" Temporary loans, - - ' - 

Balance in Bank Oct. 31, 1875, - 

Disbursements during the year. 

Balance in Bank Oct. 31, 1876, - - - $83,285 39 

The receipts of this fund have exceeded thjse of the State 
and War Funds for the preceding year in the sum of thirty- 
seven thousand four hundred and seventy-one dollars and thirty- 
five cents, ($37,471.35), notwithstanding the fact that a decreased 
amount was derived from State taxes, and from some of the 
other sources of revenue. The amount derived from tax on 
corporations has been increased by the payment of tax by newly 
established railroad companies from which no tax had previously 
been received, and also by reason of the receipt of the full 
amount due for the year from this source, while in the preceding 
year a portion of the amount was diverted from its legitimate 
channel. 



$902,928 88 
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The amount derived from " Assessments on Private Acts" 
shows a decrease of five thousand, seven hundred and seventy- 
three dollars, 0f5,773,) having amounted to but two hundred and 
fifty dollars, (?2»')0.) This is because ot the amendments to the 
Constitution, which confine special legislation within such 
narrow limits that it may be said to have ceased to be a source of 
revenue to the State. 

The amount received from "Light House Stations,'' was a 
re-imbursement by the United States Government of the 
expenses incurred under State authority, in selecting sites for 
light houses and transferring the titles to the general Govern- 
ment. 

The credit in the above statement to " Conscience," is for 
an amount received from an unknown sotrce. It was forwarded 
to the State Treasurer endorsed " For the Treasury," with noth- 
ing to indicate the name or residence of the sender, and is sup- 
posed to have been remitted by some one who, conscious of 
having been the recipient of money from the Treasury for which 
the State had received no equivalent, has adopted this plan to re- 
store his peace of mind without publicity. It is very much to be 
regretted that the excellent example set by this unknown gen- 
tleman, has not been more generally followed.' 

The item of "State Prison Receipts "is the result of the 
operation of "An Act to regulate the State Prison," passed at 
the Legislative session of 1876, which went into operation in 
May, ot this year. This act provided that all the revenues of 
the State Prison should be paid into the Treasury monthly, 
instead of being disbursed by the Supervisor of the Prison as 
theretofore, and the amount received up to the close of the fiscal 
year is as stated above. Further reference to the act and its 
operation will be found under the head of "Stale Prison." 

The disbursements from the State Fund, including the " War 
Fund " disbursements, and excluding temporary loans paid off, 
show a decrease, as compared with the next preceding year, of 
cne hundred and ninety-two thousand five hundred and sixty- 
five dollars and ninety-two cents ($192,t^65.92). 

The character of the disbursements is shown by the following 
statement : 

Paid on account of appropriation for support of 

Public Schools, $17,000 00 

" on account of appropriation for Centennial 

Stock, 20,000 00 

" on principal and interest of the War debt, 176,348 70 
" on account of the appropriations to the Mor- 

ristown Insane Asylum, - - - 500,000 00 
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Paid on account of appropriations to Centennial 

Commission, 16,600 00 

" on account of appropriation to Centennial 

School Exhibit, 3,592 85 

" on account of appropriation for improvement 

oi State Library Rooms, - - - . 2,067 06 

" Taxes refunded by act of the Legislature, - 10,455 01 

'' Appropriations for Educational, Scientific, 

Penal and Charitable purposes, - - 460,264 80 

" Appropriations for Courts, Legislature, Print- 
ing, Militia and general expenses of State 
government, 439,774 43 

$1,636,002 85 
" Temporary Loans, 200,000 00 

$1,836,002 86 

A more detailed reference to these disbursements is given 
below, together with a comparison with the expenditures of the 
next preceding year, and estimates of the amounts required for 
the year now beginning. 

War Debt, — The amount of the bonded debt of the State at 
this time is two millions three hundred and ninety six thousand 
three hundred dollars ($2,396,300). On the first of January, 
1876, one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) of the principal 
of the debt was paid oflF, and during the fiscal year, the amount 
required from the State Treasury to supplement the income of 
the Sinking Fund in the payment of interest on the outstanding 
bonds, was seventy-six thousand three hundred and forty-eight 
dollars and seventy cents ($76,348.70). 

On tiie first of January, 1877, there will be due and payable, 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000; of the principal of this 
debt, together with six months interest on the whole amount of 
the bonds, and on the first of July, 1877, there will be due six 
months interest 6\i the amount of the debt then outstanding 
($2,296,300). These payments were included in the estimates 
presented in my last report, and the payments now to be pro- 
vided for, are those of the year 1878. On the first of January, 
1878, one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) of the principal 
of this debt will have matured, and there will also be due six 
months interest at the rate of six per centum per annum, upon 
two millions two hundred and ninety-six thousand three hun- 
dred dollars ($2,296,300), which interest will amount to sixty- 
eight thousand eight hundred and eighty- nine dollars ($68,889). 
On the first of July, 1878, another six months interest will have 
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accrued on the amouut of bonds then outstandiog ($2,196,300), 
which interest will amount to sixty-five thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-nine dollars ($65,889). 

The amount required to meet these payments of principal and 
intefest, is two hundred and thirty four thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-eight dollars ($234,778), of which the State Fund is 
required to pay the amount due upon the principal and so much 
of the interest as the income of the Sinking Fund shall not suf- 
fice to pay. The usual estimate has been received from the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, from which it appears 
that the amount needed from the Treasury to supplement the 
income of that fund in the payment of interest, will be forty two 
thousand nine hundred and fifty-nine dollars and fifty-five cents 
($4 '2,969 55). 

The amount therefore, which it will be necessary to furnish 
from the Treasury for the payment of principal and interest 
on the bonded debt of the State, is one hundred and forty-two 
thousand nine hundred and fifty-nine dollars and fifty-five cents 
($142,959.55). 

State Asylum for the Insane at Morristown. — At the beginning of 
the fiscal year, the undrawn balance of appropriations for the 
purposes of this institution was three hundred thousand dollars, 
($800,000.) At the session of 1876 a further appropriation was 
made of three hundred thousand dollars, ($300,000,) making the 
total credit to the institution six hundred thousand dollars, 
($600,000). During the year there has been paid for account of 
these appropriations, the sum of five hundred thousand dollars, 
($500,000,) leaving a balance still unpaid of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, ($100,000). 

The following appropriations have been made for the purposes 
of this institution, since its inception : 

Appropriation of March 31st, 1871, - - - $150,000 00 

" February 28th, 1872, - - 150,000 00 

'' March 5th, 1873, - - - 300,000 00 

March 3d, 1874, . - - 300,000 00 

March 26th, 1874, - - - 200,000 00 

March 10th, 1875, - - 900,000 00 

March 22d, 1876, - - - 300,000 00 



Total, $2,300,000 00 

Amount paid, 2,200,000 00 

Balance unpaid $100,000 00 
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This undrawn balance must be provided for from the revenues 
of the cominff year, and it is probable that application will be 
made to the Legislature for a further appropriation. 

In addition to the appropriations to purchase a site and erect 
the Asjlum buildings, provision was made, by an act passed at 
the last session of the Legislature, tor the payment from the 
State Treasury of one dollar per week for each county patient 
treated at the Asylum, as well as for the payment of salaries of 
the Superintendent and other officers. Since the opening of the 
Asylum there has been paid for salaries, in pursuance of this act, 
the sum of three thousand three hundred and fifty-nine dollars 
and sixty-nine cents, ($3,359.69), and it may be estimated that 
the sum of fifty thousand dollars will be required for these pur- 
poses during the year now beginning. 

The estimate presented, therefore, of amounts needed for the 
purposes of this institution, is: 

For unpaid balance of appropriations, - - - $100,000 00 
For maintenance and salaries - - . - 50,000 00 



$150,000 00 

State Prison, — The disbursements for the State Prison account 
during the year have amounted to ninety-eight thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-nine dollars and fifty -one cents, ($98,829.51,) 
and have exceeded those of the next preceding year in the sum 
of thirty-seven thousand seventy-four dollars and fifty-one cents, 
($37,074.51). The disbursements have been for the following 
purposes : 

For salaries - - - - - - - $45,496 71 

For improvements, - - - - - - 8,859 87 

For repairs, ....... 23,13161 

For maintenance, 21,341 32 

Total, - $98,829 51 

At the beginning of the fiscal year there were outstanding 
bills for repairs and improvements to the amount of seventeen 
thousand dollars ($17,000), which, being afterwards audited and 
paid, were necessarily embraced in the accounts of this year and 
are included in the above stiitement. 

At the session of 1876, an act was passed for the government 
of the State Prison, which provided that all moneys received by 
the Supervisor from the proceeds of convict labor or from other 
sources, should be paid into the State Treasury at the end of 
each month, and that all bills for repairs to the Prison, and food, 
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olothinff and other articles purchased for the Prison, should be 
certified by the Supervisor, approved by the Board of Inspectors, 
audited by the Comptroller and paid by the State Treasurer, 
instead of being paid by the Supervisor, as had been the custom 
theretofore. This act went into operation in May, 1876, and 
since that time the sura of thirty-four thousand two hundred and 
six dollars and sixty-five cents ($34,206.65) has been paid into 
the Treasury by the Supervisor, and the amount given in the 
above statement as having been paid for ''Maintenance" has 
been paid out in pursuance of the act. Deducting from the total 
Prison disbursements the amount of revenue derived from the 
Prison since the act went into operation, the disbursements 
during the fiscal year for salaries, repairs, improvements and 
maintenance, are shown to have amounted to sixty-four thou- 
sand six hundred and twenty-two dollars and eighty-six cents 
(864,622.86), of which about seventeen thousand dollars ($17,000) 
were for expenses incurred in the preceding year. 

The receipts and disbursements connected with the mainte- 
nance of the Prison for the portion of the year anterior to the 
time at which the new act went into operation, did not enter into 
the State accounts, and these figures do not, therefore, show 
either the entire cost of maintenance nor the entire amount of 
Prison revenue for the year. These will be found fully set forth 
in the report of the Supervisor of the Prison, while the figures 
here presented are intended to exhibit the net amount of the 
demands of the institution upon the State Treasury. 

In addition to these disbursements for Prison purposes there 
have been expended for payments to discharged convicts, one 
thousand one hundred and thirty-nine dollars ($1,139), and for 
expenses of pursuing and returning escaped convicts two hun- 
dred and forty-four dollars and thirteen cents ($244.13). 

No probably accurate estimate can be made of the amount 
which will be required for State Prison expenditures during the 
coming year, since the demands of the institution upon the 
Treasury will depend upon the revenue which it yields, and this 
will be determined by the number of convicts employed. The 
experience of the past year would indicate that fifty thousand 
dollars ($50,000) will be an approximate estimate. 

Lunatic Asylum at Trenton, — The expenditures for this institu- 
tion during the year have amounted to forty-eight thousand, 
four hundred and seventy-one dollars and forty-one cents, 
($48,471.41,) an increase over the preceding year of four thou-* 
sand and eighty-three dollars and twenty-six cents, ($4,083 26 ) 
This increase has been solely due to the increased number of 
patients and the consequent additional amount necessary to be 
paid from the State Treasury, under the law appropriating one 
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dollar per week toward the maintenance of each county patient 
in the Asylum, and seven dollars per week for the maintenance 
of each insane convict transferred to the institution from the 
State Prison. There have been no disbursements made for any 
specific purposes to the Asylum for the year, and there has been 
a slight decrease in the amount paid for salaries, as compared 
with the preceding year. The disbursements for the several 
purposes have been as follows : 

For appropriations toward the maintenance of county 

patients, $30,686 12 

For maintenance of insane convicts, - - - 10,075 41 
For salaries of officers, - - .- - . - 7,709 88 



848,471 41 



The amount estimated as necessary for the coming year is 
fifty thousand dollars, ($50,000). 

County Lunatic Asylums. — The expenditures for the year, under 
the act providing for the payment of one dollar per week for the 
maintenance of each patient treated in the several county 
Lunatic Asylums, have amounted to eighteen thousand, six hun- 
dred and ninety-one dollars and eighty-six cents, (,$18,691.86), 
and have exceeded those of the preceding year in the sum of 
one thousand, eight hundred and fifteen dollars and fifty-eight 
cents, ($1,815.58). 

Payments have been made to five counties, as follows : 

Hudson, $7,602 00 

Essex, 6,954 86 

Burlington, 3,396 00 

Middlesex, 624 00 

Mercer, 115 00 

$18,691 86 

The increased accommodations furnished by the State for the 
insane should lead to the abandonment of this mode of main- 
taining them, but in the absence of any legislation on the subject 
an estimate for the coming year is propter. The sum of twenty 
thousand dollars, ($20,000,) is presented as such estimate. 

Education. — The disbursements from the State revenue during 
the yeai*for objects connected with education, have amounted to 
forty-nine thousand seven hundred and thirty-seven dollars and 
seventy-four cents ($49,737.74), including a payment of seven- 
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teen thousand dollars ($17,000) on account of appropriations due 
for the support of Public Schools. Of the appropriation made 
in 1874, of seven thousand five hundred dollars ($7,500), for the 
purpose of improving the heating and lighting arrangements in 
the Normal School buildings, there remained at the date of my 
last report, an undrawn balance of four thousand dollars ($4,000). 
Of this balance there has been paid during the year the sum of 
three thousand seven hundred and sixty-three dollars and fifty 
cents ($3,763.60), leaving a balance of two hundred and thirty- 
six dollars and fifty cents ($236 50). This is the only expendi- 
ture that has been made in pursuance of any special act of the 
Legislature in this connection, the other disbursements having 
been of the usual character. They have been as follows : 

Annual appropriation for the State Normal School, $15,000 00 
'' for Normal School Scholar- 
ships, - . - 5,000 00 
" for the Farnum Preparatory 

School, at Beverly, - - 1,200 00 

For repairs of Normal School buildings, - - 3,258 19 

For expenses of State Board of Education, - - 4,516 05 

$28,974 24 
For account of appropriation for heating and light- 
ing Normal School buildings, - - - 3,763 50 

$32,737 74 
Paid on account of appropriation for the Support of 

Public Schools, 17,000 00 



Total, $49,737 74 

The annual appropriation for the Support of Public Schools, 
is one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), of which amount 
the School Fund is required to furnish thirty-five thousand dol- 
lars ($35,000), and the balance, ($65,000), is required to be sup- 
plied from the State revenue. 

As stated in previous reports, the full amount of this appro- 
priation has not for some years past, been paid over from the 
State fund, but sums have been transferred therefrom to the 
School Fund, on account of the appropriations from time to 
time, as seemed to be justified by the condition of the Treasury. 
At the date of my last report the amount due for account of 
these appropriations, was one hundred and ninety thousand dol- 
lars ($190,000), and since then the appropriation ftr 1876, 
($65,000), has become due, making the amount two hundred and 
fifty-five thousand dollars ($255,000), which indebtedness has 
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been decreased by the transfer to the School Fund d«ring the 
past year of seventeen thousand dollars ($17,000), so that the 
actual amount due at this is two hundred and thirty-eight thou- 
sand dollars ($238,000). During the year now beginning, this 
indebtedness will be further increased by the amount of the 
appropriation for the year 1877. 

The necessity of some provision for the liquidation of this 
claim of the School Fund upon the State revenues has been 
repeatedly urged upon the Legislature, but other demands upon 
the Treasury have seemed more urgent, and the process of adjust- 
ing the differences between the two funds has necessarily been 
slow and difficult. The ordinary revenues of the State are amply 
sufficient to meet this indebtedness, in the absence of extraor- 
dinary appropriations for other purposes, and should the Legis- 
lation of the coming session, on financial questions, be governed 
by a reasonable regard to the relations between income and 
outlay, there will be no difficulty in the way of transferring to 
the School Fund, within the coming fiscal year, the greater part, 
if not the whole, of the amount due. 

The amount of the indebtedness is included in the estimate 
herewith presented, of the sums to be furnished from the State 
revenues for purposes connected with education, which are as 
follows : 

To pay balance of appropriation for the year 1873, $43,000 00 

To pay appropriation for the year 1874, . - 65,000 00 

To pay appropriation for the year 1875, - - 65,000 00 

To pay appropriation for the year 1876, - - 65,000 00 

To pay appropriation for the year 1877, - - 65,000 00 



To pay appropriation to Normal School, $15,000 00 
To pay appropriations to Normal School 

Scholarships, - - . - 
To pay appropriation to Farnum School, 
To pay expenses of State Board of Edu- 
cation, 

To pay expenses of repairs to Normal 
School buildings, . _ - 



Total amount required, - - $332,000 00 

Feeble-minded^ Deaf and Dumb^ and Blind. — The amount ex- 
pended for the education and maintenance of these three classes 
of the State's beneficiaries, during the past year, has been forty- 
seven thousand one hundred and thirty-seven dollars and 
fifty-four cents ($47,137.54), being six hundred and ten dollars 



$15,000 00 


$303,000 00 


5,000 00 
1,200 00 




4,500 00 




3,300 OO 


29,000 00 
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and ninety-eight cents ($610.98) less than in the preceding year, 
which has been divided among the several classes as follows : 

Deaf and dumb, 90 pupils, ----'- $25,370 01 

Blind, 50 pupils, 13,723 53 

Feeble-minded, 33 pupils, 8,044 00 

Total, $47,137 54 

These pupils are all maintained and educated at institutions 
in other States, at an expense to the State not exceeding three hun- 
dred and thirty dollars ($330) each. It is stated that there are many 
more cases which are proper objects of the State's charity, and 
the policy has been strongly advocated of establishing institu- 
tions of our own for the maintenance and education of these 
unfortunates, in order that the money expended for their benefit 
shall be disbursed within the State. Acts were passed at the 
last session of the Legislature making appropriations for sepa- 
rate asylums in the State for the blind, the feeble-minded and 
the deaf and dumb, but failed to take effect for want of the 
Executive approval. The time is rapidly approaching when it 
will be necessary to make other provision for some of these per- 
sons, but whether that time has arrived is a question for the 
Legislature to determine, and is one in which the decision should 
be governed by the condition of the State finances. 

The following statement shows the names and locations of the 
several institutions in which pupils have been maintained, and 
to which payments have been made during the year: 

To the New York Blind Institution, 30 pupils, - $7,918 78 

'^ Pennsylvania Blind Institution, 20 pupils, 5,504 75 

" New York Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, 

58 pupils, 17,814 09 

" Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and 

Dumb, 15 pupils, 3,634 42 

" New York Institution for the Improved in- 
structed of Deaf Mutes, 4 pupils, - - 1,125 00 

" Le Centeulx St. Mary's Institution for the 

Deaf and Dumb, at BuflTalo, N. Y., 4 pupils, 1,006 66 

" St. Joseph's of the Sacred Heart, at Fordham, 

N. Y.—Deaf and Dumb, 9 pupils, - - 1,789 84 

** Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble- 
minded Children, at Media, 32 pupils, • 7,714 00 

" Mount Hope Retreat, at Baltimore, Md. — 

Feeble-minded, 1 pupil, - - - - 330 00 
Appropriation for Books for the Blind, - - 300 00 

$47,137 54 
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The amount estimated as required for these purposes during 
the coming year, is fifty-thousand dollars ($50,000). 

Legislature. — The amount disbursed for this account during 
the year was seventy thousand five hundred and fifty-one dollars 
and thirty-two cents ($70,651.32), being an increase over the 
expenditure of the preceding year of sixteen thousand nine 
hundred and seventy-two dollars and thirty-six cents ($16,972.36). 
This increase is due to the operation of an amendment to the 
Constitution, which provided for the payment of an annual 
salary to each member of five hundred dollars ($500), instead of 
an amount per diem and mileage as heretofore paid. 

The increase in the cost of the session was not, however, com- 
mensurate with the advance in the compensation of the members, 
since acts were passed reducing the salaries of the officers of 
both Houses, and the usual resolutions were not passed for 
the purchase of postage stamps, &c., for the use and conveni- 
ence of the members. The result was that the disbursements 
fell nearly ten thousand dollars ($10,000) below the estimate 
presented in my last report. 

The following statement shows the difterent purposes for which 
expenditures were made : 

For salaries of members, $40,833 32 

For salaries of officers and pages, - - - 17,400 00 

For stationery and miscellaneous expenses, - - 12,318 00 



Total, $70,551 32 

The estimate presented for the coming year is seventy thou- 
sand dollars ($70,000). 

Transportation and Costs, — To this account are charged all sums 
paid for costs of conviction of persons tried in the several coun- 
ties and sentenced to the State Prison, together with the SherifiFs' 
fees for transporting the convicts to the Prison. The estimate 
presented in my last report, of the amount required for this 
purpose, was tJEiirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000), and the 
amount actually disbursed during the year was thirty-five thou- 
sand, three hundred and fifty-two dollars and thirty-eight cents 
($35,352.38). This, as compared with the preceding year, shows 
an increase of one thousand, seven hundred and thirty-three 
dollars and twenty-one cents ($1,733.21). 

Th$ amount paid to each county, for costs of conviction and 
for transportation fees, is shown by the following statement : 

2 
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Counties. 


Cost of Conviction. 


Transportation. 


Atlantic, 


?930.40 


«159.90 


Bergen, 


1,064.74 


216.00 


Burlington, 


659.91 


55.20 


Caindeii, 


2,934.96 


349.80 


Capt! May, 


167.70 


61.80 


Cumberland, 


721.58 


152.66 


Essex, 


3,162.70 


499.80 


Gloucester, 


187.13 


45.10 


Hudson, 


3,360.06 


1,044.00 


Hunterdon, 


524.28 


39.20 


M ercer. 


2,399.22 


84.00 


Middlesex, 


1,999.77 


170.30 


Monmouth, 


1,550.84 


108.80 


Morris, 


770.20 


213.00 


Ocean, 


94.52 


35.00 


rassaic, 


8,576.46 


736.00 


SSaKra, 


382 84 


87.60 


Somerset, 


398.2H 


57.80 


>us.-^ux. 


361.09- 


120.00 


.Union, 


2,644.46 


470.85 


'Warren, 


2,404.69 


360.75 


Total, 


$30,285.83 


$5,066.55 



Estimate for the coming* year — for costs of conviction, thirty 
thousand dollars ($30,000) ; for transportation, five thousand 
dollars ($6,000) ; total estimate, thirty-five thousand dollars 

($35,000). 

Militia, — The expenditures for purposes connected with the 
Nati »nal Guard organization, have amounted during the year to 
sixty-five thousand nine hundred and forty-seven dollars and 
nineteen cents ($65,947.19), and show an increase, as compared 
with the preceding year, of twenty-one thousand two hundred 
and twenty-one dollars and ninety-seven cents ($21,221.97). This 
increase has been largely due to the fact that the republic was 
engiiged in celebrating the Centennial year of its existence, and 
in muiiy ceremonials connected therewith, there was a generally 
recognized propriety in a certain amount of military display, 
whi«h was necessarily attended with some expense. The usual 
triennial encampment was ordered at Trenton, in July, and in 
addition to the expenditures for transportation and subsistence 
corniected with the encampment, disbursements were made to a 
considerable amount for military property, which remains in the 
arseniil. The greater part of the annual Militia expenditure is 
made in pursuance of acts of the Legislature, which appropriate 
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a specific amount for the use of each company, regiment and 
brigade. The disbursements during the year were for the follow- 
ing purposes: 

For allowance in lieu of armory rent, . - - $44,137 73 
" purchases of military accoutrements, &c., - 7,704 80 
^' expenses of July encampment, - - - 6,704 12 
" transportation, &c., not connected with encamp- 
ment, ^ - - - ' - - - - 5,714 97 
** miscellaneous expenses, 2,028 11 

$66,289 73 

It is probable that fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) will suffice 
to meet the expenditures for the coming year. 

r 

Printing, — The printing expenditures during the year have 
amounted to one hundred and ten thousand and eighty dollars and 
eighty-seven cents ($110,080.87), and show an increase, as com- 
pared with the preceding year, of thirty-one thousand eight hun- 
dred- and seventy-five dollars and fifty-eight cents ($31,875.58). 
The several items of the printing expenditure are shown by the 
following statement : 

Paid balance due for current printing of 1874 - $4,407 46 
Paid balance due for publishing amendments to the 

Constitution in 1874 ...... 126 00 



Paid balance due for current printing of 

1875, &11,071 52 

Paid balance due for publishing Consti- 
tutional amendments in 1875, - 270 00 

Paid balance due for printing Assembly 

minutes of 1875, - - . - 71 74 



$4,533 46 



Paid for account of current printing of 

1876, |7,668 58 

Paid for account of printing Assembly 

minutes of 1876, - - - " 2,820 07 

Paid for account of printing Senate 

Journal of 1876, . - . . 1,200 00 
Paid for printing three thousand copies 

of pamphlet laws of 1876, - - 3,200 00 



$11,413 26 



114,888 65 
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Paid for printing five thousand copies of 

amended State Constitution, - - $433 42 

Paid for account of printing record of 
New Jersey officers and soldiers in 
the late war, . . . - 8,000 00 

Paid for account of printing Revised 

Statutes, 2,000 00 



Paid for publishing laws of 1876 in the 

newspapers, _ _ - _ 67,960 "95 

Paid for publishing proclamations, ad- 
vertisements, &c., - - . - 851 13 



$10,433 42 



168,812 08 



Total, $110,080 87 

From this statement it will be seen that a considerable portion 
of the printing expenditure for the past year was for work done 
in previous years, the amount of the bills paid for work done 
in the years 1874 and 1875 having been fifteen thousand nine 
hundred and forty-six dollars and seventy two cents ($16,946.72). 
On the other hand, there are balances still due for work done in 
1876, for which payments have been made on account ; these 
bills will be presented during the coming fiscal year, and the 
balances, paid, will appear in the next annual statement. The 
largest item ot expenditure was for the publication of the laws 
of 1876 in the newspapers of the State. An act passed at the 
session of 1876 provided for such publication in a limited num- 
ber of newspapers in each county, the papers to be selected, 
under certain restrictions, by the Governor and the Comptroller. 
Under this act the laws of 1876 were published in sixty-one 
newspapers, and the cost of this publication, at the rate per 
folio fixed by the act,*was as stated above. The payment of 
eight thousand dollars ($8,000) " for printing record of oflicers 
and soldiers of New Jersey in the late war," was for account of 
work done in pursuance of a joint resolution passed in 1871, 
authorizing the preparation of such a record by the Adjutant 
General, and establishing a board to superintend its publication. 
An act of 1874 provided for the printing of a certain number of 
copies of the Revised Statutes of the State ; this work is in the 
hands of the printer, and payments on account are made from 
time to time, as portions of the work are completed. Of this 
nature was the payment of two thousand dollars ($:i,000), em- 
braced in the above statement. 

It is not probable that the final bills for the printing of the 
past year will show the cost to have been so great (exclusive of 
the publication of the laws in the newspapers), as in the pre- 
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ceding year, since the printing act of 1876 reduced the price of 
composition and press work twenty-five per cent. The same 
prices will doubtless rule this year, and it is not at all probable 
that the number and length of acts passed at the coming session 
will be so great as those of last year. This will reduce the cost 
of the publication in the newspapers, and it is estimated that 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) will be sufficient to pay 
the balances for printing of tho past year, and to meet the ex- 
penditures for the coming year. 

Pensions, — The aggregate amount of pensions paid during the 
year, was thirty-four thousand nine hundred and eighteen dol- 
lars and eighty-one cents ($34,918.81), being nine thousand 
two hundred and ninety-nine dollars and twenty-seven cents 
($9,299.27) less than in the preceding year. This decrease is due 
partly to deaths, partly to the fact that in the preceding year a 
large number of new pensioners were added to the list, who 
received in that year the several instalments which had accrued 
before their applications were received, and partly to the fact 
that at the last session of the Legislature an amendment was 
passed to the pension act, which prohibited the further payments 
of pensions to widows who had re-married. 

The number of pensioners now on the list and receiving pen- 
sions under the general law, is two hundred and sixty-five, and 
there are twenty-four (24) being paid in pursuance of special 
acts. 

The disbursements for this account are governed to some extent 
by the laws of nature, and must decrease from year to year, unless 
the generosity of the Legislature should intervene to increase the 
annual gratuity. The estimate (based upon the presumption 
that there will be no Legislation on the subject,) of the amount 
required for the coming year, is thirtv thousand dollars 
($30,000). 

State Military, — For this account the disbursements for the 
y-ear have been eight thousand six hundred and thirty-one dol- 
lars and five cents ($8,631.05). The charges to this account 
have heretofore been made up of salaries of officers and 
employees of the State, whose services were a necessary conse- 
quence of the war. An act of the Legislature of 1876, made 
provision for the payment of the salaries of the clerks and 
employees of the different departments, which act went into effect 
in March, 1876, and the expenditures since that date have been 
charged to another account. The "State Military " account is 
substantially abolished, and no estimate is necessary for the com- 
ing year. 
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Salaries of the Judiciary. — The disbursements have been sev- 
enty-two thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight dollars ($72,968), 
and show an increase of seven thousand three hundred and 
eight dollars and ten cents ($7,308.10). This increase is due to 
the addition to the number of Justices of the Supreme Court, 
the account for the past year embracing the payment of their 
salaries and fees for the whole year. 

Estimate for the year to come, seventy-five thousand dollars 
($75,000). 

Salaries and Fees. — The expenditures for this' account have 
amounted to forty-six thousand nine hundred and ninety five 
dollars and eighty-three cents ($46,996.83), being less than in 
the preceding year by the sum of nine thousand one hundred 
and forty-nine dollars and ninety-three cents ($9,149.93). This 
decrease is partly due to a reduction made in some of the sala- 
ries of State ofticers by tie Legislature at the last session, but is 
mainly due to the fact that since the passage of the act fixing the 
compensation of the employees of the several departments, some 
of these salaries which had before been charged to the account 
of '' Salaries and Fees " have been charged to an account called 
"Clerical Service,*' to facilitate the separation of the several 
appropriations. The details of these accounts will be found 
stated with particularity in the report of the State Treasurer. 

It is estimated that thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000) will 
suffice to meet the requirements of this account for the coming 
year. 

Clerical Service. — At the session of 1876, an act was passed 
entitled, "An Act fixing the compensation of certain public offi- 
cers of the State," which provided for the employment of assist- 
ance in the several departments of the State, and limited the 
amount to be expended for this purpose in each department, 
This act took eftect March 16, 1876, and the disbursements made 
in pursuance thereof have been charged to " Clerical Service." 
They have amounted to twelve thousand nine hundred and sixty 
dollars and five cents ($12,960.05). To meet the requirements 
of this account for the year to come, it is estimated that twenty- 
four thousand dollars ($24,000) will be needed. 

Reform School at Jamesburg. — The undrawn balance of appro- 
priations to this institution at the beginning of the fiscal year, 
was one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500). At the last ses- 
sion of the Legislature, there was a further appropriation made 
of fifty-five thousand dollars ($55,000), "to enable the Trustees 
to erect and furnish a new family house for fifty boys, and also 
to erect a workshop and supply it with suitable machinery." 
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The amount paid to the treasurer of the School during the year, 
was forty-two thousand five hundred dollars ($42,600), and the 
balance of appropriations still subject to his draft, is nine thou- 
sand dollars ($9,000). 

Presuming that application will be made for the usual annual 
appropriation, which is twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000), 
the estimate presented is thirty-four thousand dollars ($34,000). 

Aa this is one of the regular State institutions, the necessity 
for which is not likely soon to pass away, it is recommended 
that an act be passed making a permanent appropriation for its 
maintenance and management. 

State Industrial School for Girls. — The balance to the credit of 
this institution at the date of my last report, was five thousand 
dollars ($5,000),. and in 1876, a further appropriation was nmde 
of five thousand dollars ($5,000). During the year the Trus- 
tees have drawn six thousand dollars ($6,000), leaving four thou- 
sand dollars ($4,000) subject to their draft. The usual appro- 
priation, ($5,000), will doubtless be required, and the estimate 
is therefore nine thousand dollars ($9,000). 

It is recommended that this School be also the subject of a 
permanent appropriation suited to its needs, as well as the 
Reform School for Boys. 

Fish Culture, ^c, — The expenses incident to the Inspection of 
Fisheries during the past year have amounted to two thousand 
one hundred and forty-one dollars and twenty-two cents 
($2,141.22). Of the appropriations made to defray the expenses 
of stocking the lakes, ponds and streams of the State with food 
fishes, there remained unexpended at the date of my last report, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty dollars ($1,860). A fur- 
ther appropriation was made in 1876, for this purpose, of two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500). The amount drawn by 
the Commissioners during the year from these appropriations, 
was three thousand three hundred and sixty dollars ($3,860), 
leaving a credit balance at this date, of one thousand dollars 
($1,000). Of the unpaid balance of the appropriation for the 
propagation of shad in the Delaware river, mentioned in my last 
report, but eighteen dollars ($18) have been drawn, and u credit 
balance remains of five hundred and eleven dollars and forty 
cents ($511.40). 

The amount which will probably be required for these pur- 
poses during the coming year, is five thousand dollars ($5,000). 

Free School Libraries. — Disbursed during the year to School 
Districts, under the act to encourage the formation of libraries 
in the Public Schools of the State, nine hundred and twenty dol- 
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lars ($920). Estimate for the coming year, one thousand dollars 
($1,000). 

Home for Disabled Soldiers. — Fourteen thousand and seventy- 
four dollars and sixty-five cents ($14,074.65) remained to the 
credit of this institution, as an undrawn balance of appropria- 
tions at the date of my last report. In addition to the perma- 
nent annual appropriation, which is twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000), the Legislature at the session of 1876, made a further 
appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000), making 
the total credit to the "Home," sixty- four thousand and seventy- 
four dollars and sixty-five cents ($64,074 65). The amount 
drawn during the year, was forty-eight thousand eight hundred 
and fifty- two dollars and eleven cents ($48,852.11), and the 
credit balance at this date, is fifteen thousand two hundred and 
twenty-two dollars and fifty-four cents ($15,222.64). 

Estimate for the coming year, fifty thousand dollars ($50,000). 

Soldiers' Children's Home. — The operations of the Soldiers' Chil- 
dren's Home were brought to a close in March, 1876, the time 
having expired for which the annual appropriation was made. 
Up to the date of the close of the institution the Treasurer had 
drawn from the State, five thousand three hundred and thirty- 
seven dollars and fifty cents ($5,337.50), and after the close of 
the Home a surplus amounting to two thousand four hundred 
and seventy-seven dollars and ninety-one cents ($2,477.91), was 
repaid to the State Treasury. The cost to the State, therefore, 
for the year, was two thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine dol- 
lars and fifty-nine cents ($2,859.59). No estimate is necessary 
for the future, as the institution has passed out of the State 
accounts. An act approved April 6, 1876, provided for the care 
of the buildings by authorizing the Governor to employ a suit- 
able person to take charge of them, and the expenses incurred 
pursuant to this act, have been charged to account of Incidental 
Expenses. 

Geological Survey. — An act was passed in March, 1876, making 
an annual appropriation for five years of eight thousand dollars 
($8,000), for the purpose of completing the geological survey of 
the State. 

For this purpose the disbursements during the past year have 
amounted to six thousand nine hundred and thirty-six dollars 
and eighty-seven cents ($6,936.87). 

Estimate for the coming year, eight thousand dollars ($8,000). 

Preservation of the Public Peace. — In January, 1876, a disturb- 
ance arose in the northern part of Mercer county between the 
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employees of two of the railroad corporations of the State, and 
the sheriff* of the county, fearing a serious riot, called upon the 
Governor for military aid. A portion of the militia were dis- 
patched to the scene of the difficulty and kept on duty for a 
short time, and the expenses attendant thereupon, which amounted 
to eight hundred and seventy-seven dollars and thirty-three 
cents ($877.33), were charged to the above-named account. 

Centennial Stock. — Within the year the fifth and last instalment 
of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) was paid on the ten thou- 
sand shares of Centennial stock, for which the State subscribed, 
pursuant to 9,n act of the Legislature passed in March, 1874. 
The whole amount of the payments made upon this stock is one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000). The pecuniary success of tho 
exhibition has far exceeded the most sanguine expectations, and 
from statements made by some members of the Board of Finance 
there is a probability of the return of some portion of the appro- 
priation, in the form of a dividend on the stock. It has not been 
deemed advisable, however, to include this anticipated dividend 
iu the estimate of State revenues for the coming year. 

Centennial Commission, — The Board of Commissioners appointed 
by the Governor to take charge of the interests of the State at 
the Centennial Exhibition, had not, at the date of my last report, 
drawn the whole of the appropriation made in 1875 to pay the 
expenses connected with the performance of their duties. A 
balance remained to their credit of six thousand five hundred 
dollars ($6,600), and at the session of 1876, a further appropria- 
tion of ten thousand dollars ($10,000), was made for their pur- 
poses. The whole amount to their credit ($16,500) has been 
paid them during the year, and the account is closed. 

Centennial School Exhibit — By an act approved March 15, 1876, 
it was made the duty of the State Board of Education " to secure 
a proper exhibit of the educational interests of this State at the 
Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia." An appropriation was 
made of ''a sufficient sum, not exceeding four thousand dollars 
($4,000)," to defray the expenses of this exhibit, and the amount 
paid from the treasury, pursuant to the provisions of this act, 
was three thousand five hundred and ninety-two dollars and 
eighty-five cents ($3,592.85). 

Library Improvement — Owing to the crowded condition and 
insufficient accommodation of the State Library it became neces- 
sary, early in the year, to adopt some measures for the improve- 
ment of the rooms, and an appropriation, not to exceed two 
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500), was made for this purpose. 
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The act, in which the appropriation was made, designated the 
Secretary of State, the Treasurer and the State Librarian as a 
Board to superintend the work. The amount which has been 
expended under this act is two thousand and sixty-seven dollars 
and six cents ($2,067.06). 

Refunded Taxes. — After the taxes for the year 1875 had been 
paid into the treasury, the authorities of Hunterdon county dis- 
covered that they had made a serious error in the return of 
ratables upon which the apportionment of tax to that county 
was based, which error had resulted in the payment by them of 
ten thousand four hundred and fifty-five dollars and one cent 
($10,455.01) more than their proper quota of tax. Upon appli- 
cation to the Legislature they procured the passage of an act 
directing the repayment of that sum from the treasury, and a 
warrant was at once drawn for the amount. 

Riparian Commission. — The usual disbursements for this account 
have been made, consisting of salaries and expenses of the Com- 
missioners, and amounting to eleven thousand dollars ($11,000). 

Estimate for the coming year, eleven thousand dollars ($1 1,000). 

State House Expenses. — The expenditures for this account during 
the past fiscal year, have amounted to twenty-seven thousand six 
hundred and ninety-five dollars and seven cents ($27,695.07), 
and have exceeded those of the preceding year in the sum of 
four thousand four hundred and eighty-two dollars and fifty-two 
cents ($4,842 52.) 

This excess is due to extraordinary causes, and not to any in- 
crease in the usual expenditures embraced under this head. The 
appropriation made in the year 1875, for an extension of the State 
House to provide better accommodations for the State officers, 
was merely sufficient to defray the expenses of making the 
necessary alterations in the building, and no provision was made 
for furnishing, lighting and warming the offices. The Commis- 
sioners, however, under the direction of the Governor, proceded 
to make the rooms habitable, and the expenses incurred therein 
were charged to this account. When the alteration was made 
in the building a large room was prepared to receive the fine 
collection of geological specimens made by the State Geologist, 
in obedience to an act of the Legislature, after the collection 
had served its original purpose as a State exhibit at the Centen- 
nial Exhibition in Philadelphia. The fitting up of this room 
and purchasing cases for the minerals necessarily involved some 
expense, all of which is included in this account. 

The ordinary annual expenses connected with the heating, 
lighting, cleaning and general care of the State House, includ- 
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ing repairs and purchases of necessary furniture for the Legisla- 
tive halls and offices amount to about seventeen thousand dol- 
lars ($17,000), and this is the estimate presented for the coming 
year. 

Washington Head Quarters, — Pursuant to a provision of an act 
incorporating the Company under whose auspices the head quar- 
ters of Washington, at Morristown, was purchased, there has been 
paid to that Company until within the past year an annual 
appropriation of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500). 
One semi-annual payment amounting to one thousand two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars ($1,250), was made early in the fiscal year, 
but in the opinion of the Attorney General, further payments of 
this appropriation were forbidden by an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the State, and no further amounts have been dis- 
bursed for this account. 

Heirs of William Bryan, — By Joint Resolution passed at the 
Legislative session of 1876, which recited that Dr. William 
Bryan, deceased, had recruited a regiment of volunteers in New 
Jersey, for service in the late war, the Governor of this State 
was requested to present to the United States, in behalf of the 
heirs of Dr. Bryan, certain claims for expenses incurred in 
recruiting the said regiment. The Joint Resolution provided 
that the necessary expenses incurred in the prosecution of these 
claims should be paid from the Treasury of the State, and that 
a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) might be 
advanced to the widow of Dr. Bryan, for her maintenance dur- 
ing the prosecution of the claims. Pursuant to this authority 
and under the direction of the Governor, there has been 
advanced to Mrs. Bryan the sum of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars ($250). 

Expenditures have been made during the year for various pur- 
poses, pursuant to acts of the Legislature, as follows: for Antie- 
tam Cemetery, ninety four dollars ($94) ; for purposes connected 
with the agricultural interests of the State, nine hundred and 
eighteen dollars and thirty-two cents ($91^^.32); for State 
Arsenal expenses, five hundred and sixty-four dollars and twenty- 
six cents ($564.26); for binding, two thousand eight hundred 
and forty-eight dollars and fifty cents ($2,848.50) ; for cost on 
forfeited recognizances, three hundred and seventy-nine dollars 
and twenty-eight cents ($379.28); for expenses of Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fund, eight hundred and sixty-seven dollars and 
nineteen cents ($867.19) ; for payments of Soldiers' State Bounty, 
nine hundred and ninety-five dollars and twenty- eight cents 
($995.28); for Interest, tour thousand four hundred and ninety- 
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nine dollars and ninety-eight cents ($4,499.98) ; for Incidental 
Expenses, four thousand and fifty-four dollars and fifty-three 
cents ($4,054.53) ; for Law and Equity Reports, nine thousand 
dollars ($9,000) ; for Legal Expenses, twenty dollars ($20) ; for 
Rewards, six hundred dollars ($600) ; for Requisitions, four hun- 
dred and six, dollars and twenty-seven cents ($406.27) ; for Sol- 
diers* Orphan's Certificates, fourteen dollars and thirty-seven 
cents ($14 37); for Stationery and Postage, nine thousand nine 
hundred and eighty-tbree dollars and seventy-one cents ($9,- 
983.71); for Light House Stations, one hundred and eighty-two 
dollars and eighty cents ($182.80), and for Wrecks, eighty-three 
dollars and ninety cents ($83.90). 

SCHOOL FUND. 

The receipts of the School Fund for the past year show a, 
decrease as compared with the preceding year. The fiscal year 
which closed October 31, 1875, was exceptional in this respect, 
there having been paid into the fund during that year, a large 
sum of money by a single corporation, in pursuance of a settle- 
ment made with the Riparian Commissioners, of a long pending 
claim of the trtate. The income for the past year has been from 
the interest and dividends on securities held by the fund, from 
tax on one or two corporations, from the annual rental of 
leased riparian lands, and from some minor grants of such lands. 
The whole income for the year has amounted to one hundred 
and fourteen thousand four hundred dollars and forty-six cents 
($114,400 46). In addition to this, there have been securities 
paid off to the amount of six thousand dollars ($6,000), and there 
has been placed to the credit of the fund on account of the 
appropriation from the State revenue for public school purposes, 
the sum of seventeen thousand dollars ($17,000). 

The transactions for the year and the present condition of the 
fund are shown by the following statement: 

RECEIPTS. 

From proceeds of grants and leases 

of lands under water, - - - $29,699 97 

From interest on bonds and mort- 
gages, - . - - - - 55,404 17 

From dividends on stocks, and tax on 

corporations, .... 29,296 32 



Increase of Fund during the year, $114,400 46 
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Received from securities paid oif 

during the year, - - - $6,000 00 

Received from State Fund, on account 

of appropriations, - - - - 17,000 00 

$23,000 00 

Total credit to the fund during the year, - - $137,400 46 
Balance in bank October 31st, 1875, - - 208,585 77 



$345,986 23 



DISBURSEMENTS. 



Paid annual appropriation for the 

support of public schools, - - $100,000 00 
Invested during the year, - - 218,500 00 



$318,500 00 



Balance in bank October 31st, 1876, - - - $27,486 23 

The amount and nature of the securities belonging to the 
fund will be found stated in detail in the report of the Treasurer 
for the year. 

WTATE LIBRARY FUND. 

This fund has but two sources of revenue, viz. : the annual 
rental of the court rooms in the State House, used by the 
United States Courts, and an annual appropriation from the 
State revenues. The disbursements are for books, and for 
the necessary expenses connected with the library, not including 
the salary of the Librarian, and are made under the direction of 
the Commissioners of the Library. 

The transactions for the year have been as follows : 

RECEIPTS. 

From United States, for rent of court rooms, - $800 00 

Amount of annual appropriation, - - - 1^,750 00 



Total, $3,550 00 

Balance in bank October 31st, 1875, - - 6,877 40 



$10,427 40 
Disbursements during the year, - - - - 3,144 62 



Balance in bank October 31st, 1876, • - $7,282 78 

BANK NOTE REDEMPTION FUND. 

Balance in bank, twenty-one dollars and sixty-one cents 
($21.61). No transactions during the year. 
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STATE SCHOOL TAX. 

The proceeds of the two mill school tax in the past fiscal year, 
excee<led those of the preceding year in the sum of twelve thou- 
sand five hundred and twenty-three dollars and fifty-nine cents 
{$12,5'23 59). owin^ to an increase in the amount of taxable 
property returned for the year 1874, upon which return the tax 
was based. 

In my last report mention was made of an error in the school 
census for that year, which resulted in the apportionment to 
Hunterdon county of four hundred and sixty-two dollars and 
seventy-seven cents (8462.77), in excess of the amount to which 
that county was entitled, and which amount had been returned 
to the State Treasury. This amount was included in the appor- 
tionment of the school money for the past year, and accounts 
for the discrepancy between the amount received and the amount 
distributed. The transactions were as follows : 



Balance on hand October 31, 1875, - - $462 77 

Amount paid by the counties as two mill tax upon 

a valuation of $619,057,903, - - 1,238,115 80 

$1,238,578 57 

The amount of tax paid by each county, and the amount re- 
paid to each, is shown by the following statement : 

Counties. 
Atlantic, - - . - - 

Bereen, ------ 

Burlington, - - - - - 

Camden, - - - • - . 

"Cape. May, ----- 

Cumberland, . . - . . 

Essex, . . - - . 

Gloucester, - ' - 

Hudson, ----- 

Hunterdon, ..... 

Mercer, - . . . . 

Middlesex, - . . . - 

Monmouth, ----- 

Morris, ------ 

Ocean, . - - - . 

Passaic, ------ 

Salem, - - - . - 

Somerset, . - . . . 

Sussex, ..... 

Union, ----.- 

Warren, ----- 



Balance from 1875, 



Paid. 


Received. 


19,234 30 


$20,220 42 


46,873 04 


40.166 62 


55.002 00 


66,139 26 


40,000 00 


60,553 19 


6.500 00 


10.394 92 


26,944 00 


43,686 91 


265.688 00 


180,121 75 


29.485 59 


31.218 00 


190.543 97 


210.545 89 


60,326 97 


45.644 53 


()7.095 21 


64,476 74 


47,134 00 


68.391 92 


56,316 34 


64.717 81 


54,662 18 


68,217 35 


7,869 84 


19.301 87 


66.642 12 


69,904 88 


28.958 95 


30.469 86 


34,898 80 


32.676 86 


32,116 98 


81,754 16 


63,617 20 


64,456 89 


48.206 31 


45,519 84 


11,238,115 80 




462 77 




11,238,578 57 


$1,238,578 57 
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6,706 52 


85,666 25 


14,682 44 


2,618 47 


2,221 94 


362 82 


9,161 31 


2,686 47 


$124,006 22 


462 77 



The above table exhibits the fact that eight out of the twenty- 
ODe counties of the State paid, as tax for school purposes, an 
amount greater than was awarded them under the apportion- 
ment based upon the number of children which thej contained. 
The aggregate amount of this excess was one hundred and 
twenty-four thousand and six dollars atidtwo cents ($124,006.02), 
which, with the balance remaining on hand from last year, was 
distributed among the remaining thirteen counties. The follow- 
ing statement shows the counties which contributed this excess, 
and the amount of excess paid by each : 

Bergen, . . - - - 

Essex, --.-.. 

Hunterdon, .... 

Mercer, --.--• 
Somerset, - . - - - - 

Sussex, - - - - - 

Union, - . - - . 

Warren, ------ 



Add balance from last year, 

$124,468 99 

The statement below exhibits the counties to which an amount 
was awarded in the apportionment greater than the amount 
which they paid as tax, and the amount of such excess which 
"each received : 

Atlantic, 

Burlington, 

Oamden, 

Cape May, 

Cumberland, 

Cloucester, 

Hudson, 

Middlesex, 

Monmouth, 

Morris, . 

Ocean, 

Passaic, 

fialem, 

$124,468 99 

The two mill tax for the year 1876, based upon the returns of 
taxable property of the year 1876, was apportioned to the 
counties in May of this year, and is payable in January, 1877. 
It will amount to one million two hundred and twenty-five 



$10,986 


12 


11,137 


26 


. 20,553 


19 


3,894 92 


16,742 


91 


1,732 41 


20,001 


92 


11,257 


92 


8,401 47 


3,565 


17 


11,432 


03 


3,262 76 


1,510 91 
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thousand four hundred and sixty-two dollars and nineteen cents 
($1,225,462.19), nearly twelve thousand dollars less than the tax 
of 1875, there having been a decrease in the amount of taxable 
property returned of about six millions of dollars. 

ESTIMATES. 

The Comptroller is required by law to present in his annual 
report, an estimate of expenditures for the succeeding year, 
and pursuant to this requirement, the following estimates are 
presented, based upon the experience of past years and the exist- 
ing acts of the Legislature, under which, disbursements will be 
required to be made during the coming year: 

To pay maturing principal of the bonded debt of 

the State, .... $100,000 00 

'' interest on War bonds, . . " 42,959 55 

For State Prison, ..... 50,000 00 

" Lunatic Asylum, at Trenton, . . 50,000 00 

" Lunatic Asylum, at Morristown, . . 150,000 00 

" County Lunatic Asylums, . . . 20,000 00 

" Legislature, ..... 70,000 00 

'' Militia, . . . ' . . 50,000 00 

'' Transportation and Costs, . . . 35,000 00 

" Printing, ..... 100,000 00 

*' State House expenses, .... 17,000 OO 

'' Keform School, .... 34,000 00 

" Industrial School, .... 9,000 00 

" Support of Feeble-minded, Mutes and Blind, 50,000 00 

'' Salaries and Fees, .... 35,000 00 

'' Salaries of the Judiciary, . . . 75,000 00 

'' Clerical Service, .... 24,000 00 

'* Education, ..... 332,000 00 

'' Pensions,' ..... 30,000 00 

" Riparian Commission, . . . . 11,000 00 

" Stationery, Postage and Binding, . . 12,000 00 

" Geological Survey, .... 8,000 00 

" Agriculture and Fish, . . . 8,000 00 

" Free School Libraries, .... 1,000 00 

" State Library, .... 2,750 00 

" Wrecks and Requisitions, . . . 2,000 00 

" Home for Disabled Soldiers, . . 50,000 00 

" Soldiers' Bounty, .... 1,000 00 

'' Contingent and Incidental, . . 20,290 45 



To pay Temporary Loans, . 



$1,390,000 00 
. 260,000 00 

$1,650,000 00 
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These estimates have been made with a certain degree of lib- 
erality, and yet with an effort to present as nearly as possible the 
amount which it will be necessary for the Treasury to be pre- 
pared to furnish, and there is not probably, any considerable 
amount here presented which it will not be necessary to disburse, 
excepting perhaps, the amount of the unpaid appropriations for 
the Support of J^ublic Schools. It is not absolutely necessary 
that this should all be paid, since the income of the School Fund 
has so increased within a few years past that this fund can with- 
out inconvenience furnish the necessary amount to pay the 
annual appropriation, and probably this income can be put to no 
better use. 

Should it be deemed advisable to leave a portion of this 
amount unpaid, (say $200,000,) this would reduce the amount of 
probable expenditures to one million four huildred and fifty 
thousand dollars ($1,450,000.00), including the amount required 
to pay off the temporary loans. 

The amount in the Treasury at this date, applicable to pay- 
ments of the character embraced in the table of estimates, is 
eighty-three thousand two hundred and eighty five dollars and 
thirty-nine cents ($83,285 89), and there is due from the county 
of Hudson the sum of twenty-two thousand nine hundred and 
seven dollars and ninety eight cents ($22,907.98), as a balance of 
taxes apportioned to that county for the year 1875, and not yet 
paid. This amount ought to be, and doubtless will be, paid into 
the Treasury during the coming year, and, added to the amount 
now there, will make the sum of one hundred and six thousand 
one hundred and ninety-three dollars and thirty-seven cents 
($106,193.37), available for State purposes. 

The regular sources of income of the State, apart from the 
proceeds of the tax levy, yielded during the past year six 
hundred and sixty-three thousand two hundred and fifty-nine 
dollars and fourteen cents ($663,259.14), as follows: 

Tax on corporations, .... $585,558 35 

Interest and dividends on stocks and bonds, . 31,010 00 

Insurance companies of other States, . . 6,208 84 

Fines and forfeited recognizances, . . 3,602 30 

Licenses and fees and assessments on private acts, 2,673 00 

State Prison receipts .... 34,206 66 

$663,259 14 

It is not probable that the income from these sources for the 
year to come will vary greatly from these amounts. An act was 
passed at the session of 1876, "providing for State taxes on 

3 
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railroads, and the more efficient collection thereof," which pro- 
vides for a tax upon the "true value** of the property of these 
corporations, instead of upon the "cost** thereof, as has hereto- 
fore been the case, and the revenue of the State will be more or 
less affected, either favorably or otherwise, by the construction 
and operation of this act, though to what extent it is not possible 
to foresee. 

Many of the railroad corporations in the State have not deemed 
themselves liable to taxation under the provisions of the " act to 
establish just rules for the taxation of railroad corporations," 
passed in 1873, because of the fact that the provisions of that 
act conflicted with the provisions of their acts of incorporation. 
The Attorney General, however, is of the opinion that they are 
subject to taxation under the act of 1873, and in pursuance of 
this view has taken measures to collect the taxes due from delin- 
quents. Some of the railroad corporations have already seen 
the force of the Attorney General's arguments on the subject, 
and have announced their intention to pay over the amounts 
claimed to be due. It is not now possible to state, with any 
degree of accuracy, the amount to be received from this source, 
but it is deemed safe to estimate the income from tax on cor- 
porations for the coming year at an amount no less than that of 
last year, while there is no reason to anticipate any considerable 
variation in the income from other sources. A probable estimate 
of the income from all sources other than State taxes, is six 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($650,000). 

The State taxes for the year will be based upon the returns of 
taxable property made from the several counties for the year 
1876. These amount in the aggregate to five hundred and 
ninety-six millions nine hundred and thirty four thousand seven 
hundred and seven dollars and seventy cents ($596,934,707.70.) 
A tax on this amount, at the usual rate of one and one-half 
mills on the dollar, will produce eight hundred and ninety-five 
thousand four hundred and two dollars and six cents ($895,- 
402.06), whicl^ added to the amount on hand at this date and 
the estimated amount to be received from other sources, shows 
the probable amount of the resources of the State for the year, 
applicable to the disbursements embraced in the table of esti- 
mates of expenditures, to be one million six hundred and fifty- 
one thousand five hundred and ninety- five dollars and forty-three 
cents ($1,651,595.43), a sum sufficient to not only meet the State 
expenditures and to repay the amounts temporarily borrowed, 
but also to liquidate the arrearages of school appropria- 
tions already referred to. This calculation of course makes 
no provision for extraordinary appropriations which may be 
made by the Legislature, but it may be fairly presumed that 
the Legislature will not deem the present a suitable time to 
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authorize large expenditures of public money not imperatively 
demanded by considerations of the interests of the people. 

Should objects present themselves during the coming session, 
and appeal with sufficient power to the Legislature to induce the 
appropriation of money beyond the anticipated income of the 
State, it is to be hoped that due consideration will be given to 
the question of providing the necessary means to meet the ex- 
penditures so authorized. 

The taxable property returned from the several counties for 
the year 1876, shows a decrease as compared with the precedinff 
year of fifteen millions seven hundred and ninety-six thousand 
three hundred and eighty-six dollars and thirty cents ($15,796,- 
886.80). 

The amount of the valuations returned by each county is 
shown by the following statement, which also shows a compari- 
son of the returns for 1876, with those for 1875, and the amount 
I of increase or decrease in each county : 

I Counties. Taluation of 1875. Valuation of 1876. Increace. Decrease. 

' Atlantic, $4,526,535 00 $4,369,537 00 $156,998 00 

I Bergen, 22,395,949 00 ]6,952,430 00 5,443,519 00 

Burlington, 27,220,085 00 27,278,238 00 $58,153 00 

Camden, 21,589,610 00 22,496,387 00 906,777 00 

• Cape May, . 3.250,000 00 3 1 50,000 00 100,000 00 

Cumberland, 13,895,000 00 14,223,000 00 328,000 00 

Essex, 132,682,000 00 122,852.000 00 9.830,000 00 

Gloucester. 14,651,300 00 14,586,635 00 64,665 00 

Hudson, 93,943,514 00 94,158,937 70 215,423 70 

Hunterdon, 26,887.659 00 27,192,258 00 304,-099 00 

i Mercer, 34.273,265 00 33,448,424 00 824,841 00 

' Middlesex, 22,660.000 00 22,677,200 00 17,200 00 

Monmouth, 27,730,978 00 27.739,040 00 8,062 00 , 

Morris, 27,091,007 00 26.152,138 00 938,869 00 

Ocean, 3,790,552 00 3,596,492 00 194 060 00 

Passaic, 32,774,000 00 33,041,802 00 267,802 00 

Salem, 14,216,923 00 14,536.347 00 319,424 00 

Somerset, 17,462,000 00 17,962,000 00 500,000 00 

Sussex, 15,567,236 00 14,947,750 00 619,486 00 

Union, . 31.860,000 00 31,666,000 00 194,000 00 

Warren, 24,263,48100 23,908,092 00 355,389 00 

Total, $612,731,094 00 $596,934,707 70 $2,925,440 70 $18,721,827 00 

Balance— decrease, .-..-. $15,796,386 30 

The decrease in the taxable property of the State within two 
years past has been over twenty-two millions of dollars. A portion 
of this is doubtless due to the general depreciation in values, 
but some of it is fairly attributable to other causes. The above 
table shows that in some counties there has actually been an 
increase in the past year, while the decrease in some of the 
counties has been strangely out of proportion to that in others. 
In Bergen county occurs the most remarkable change, the falling 
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oft* having been about twenty-five per cent. A careful scrutiny 
of this tabic, and a comparison of it with former returns, cannot 
tail to furnish arguments in favor of the establishment of a 
system for equalizing assessments — a measure which has been 
repeatedly urged in former reports from this department. 

Reference was made in my last report to application having 
been made to the Supreme Court to enforce the claim of Gideon 
C. Angle, in whose favor the Legislature of 1873 passed an act 
bestowing upon him a sum supposed to have been due him as 
State bounty. The arguments of the claimant prevailed with 
the court, and the result was the issue of a writ of mandamus, 
directing the Comptroller to audit the claim. 

In July, the customary report was made to the Governor, of 
acts passed at the session of 1876, which had become inoperative 
and void by reason of the non-payment of the legal assessments 
thereupon. 

The following is a list of titles of the acts so reported : 

1. An act for the relief of Moses R. Quigley, approved March 
16, 1876. 

2. Au act to change the name of Daniel Donovan to Daniel 
Curran, approved March 30, 1876. 

3. An act to repeal the ninth section of an act to incorporate 
the Guttenberg Ferry Company, approved April 21, 1876. 

Appended hereto will be found copies of the Abstracts of 
Ra tables, forwarded to this oflice for the year 1876, from the 
Boards of Assessors of the several counties. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. L. RUNTON, 

Comptroller. 
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